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FEATURES OF MULTICULTURALISM AND BILINGUALISM IN THE USA

V. Moroshan, gr.ME-23
O. Havrylenko, Scientific advisor, PhD, the department of foreign languages
Central Ukrainian National Technical University

Multiculturalism and bilingualism in the United States define new aspects of national identity
and sociocultural landscape. These phenomena have not only become important components of
American society, but have also caused widespread discussion about their impact on the country's
politics, economy, and culture. The study of this topic will allow a better understanding of the processes
of integration of different cultural and linguistic groups into the community, as well as reveal ways to
achieve harmony and equality in a multi-ethnic society.

First of all, multiculturalism is seen as the result of a postmodern approach that promotes the
decentralization and diversity of cultural and value systems. This approach prompts us to analyze the
modern theoretical-ideological discourse that examines different approaches to multiculturalism and
their impact on relations between ethno-cultural groups. Our understanding of the varieties of
multiculturalism helps to understand the diversity of approaches to the integration of cultural and
linguistic groups in society. The classification of models of multiculturalism helps to understand
different approaches to the management of cultural diversity and to determine their compatibility with
different models of public policy. Analysis of the role of multiculturalism in public policy makes it
possible to assess the impact of this phenomenon on various aspects of society

In the context of a multicultural society, "Culture wars" become an essential aspect of
considering this topic. These conflicts between cultural, religious and ideological groups arise
constantly. Regarding cultural values, norms and educational programs, changes in the educational
system, such as the introduction or cancellation of certain programs, can provoke these conflicts,
resulting in parties taking different positions, defending traditional values or supporting diversity and
inclusion.

The consequences of radical changes in the national self-identification of the USA in the last
third of the 20th century testify to the difference in the approach to cultural diversity. The growing
attention to the rights of minorities, the preservation and support of their cultures and identities, and
the recognition of equal opportunities for all ethnic and cultural groups indicate changes in the
perception of national self-identification. These changes reflect not only the evolution of the approach
to cultural diversity, but also the importance of immigration as a key element of American society.
From the arrival of the first settlers on the continent to today's migration flows from around the world,
immigration has contributed to the expansion of territory and the diversity of American identity.

One of the key concepts used to explain cultural diversity and tolerance is the term "Melting
Pot™ or "Cauldron™. The origin of this term is related to the idea that different ethnic groups and cultures
arriving in the United States fall into a big "cauldron where they mix together, forming a new common
element - the American identity. The essence of the "melting pot" is that immigrants retain their cultural
and ethnic characteristics, but at the same time adapt to new conditions and interact with other groups.
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This process of mutual influence, exchange and assimilation leads to the creation of a new, unifying
American culture. For example, the food, music, language, and traditions of different cultures gradually
intertwine to form a unique American cultural landscape. However, the "melting pot" also reflects
important challenges and issues related to immigration. Differences in language, religion, traditions
and social customs can create tension and conflict in society. However, it is society's ability to adapt
and integrate this diversity that is the key to its success.

A deeper understanding of the "melting pot™ phenomenon in the context of cultural integration
and adaptation opens the door to consideration of other aspects of cultural diversity. One such aspect
is bilingualism, which plays an important role in promoting communication and mutual understanding
between different language groups in an intercultural environment. The United States is home to a
significant number of immigrants from different countries, especially Latin American countries, where
Spanish is a priority. Therefore, the creation of a bilingual environment reflects cultural diversity and
ensures the preservation of the linguistic and cultural traditions of these communities. Therefore, in
1968, the US Congress passed the Bilingual Education Act, which was a step towards the introduction
of English-Spanish bilingualism. This law is designed to ensure that the children of immigrants have
the opportunity to receive an education in both English and their native language, which facilitates
their integration into society.

Establishing English-Spanish bilingualism has significant benefits for society and the economy.
First, it promotes cultural exchange and mutual understanding between English and Spanish speakers,
which enriches the lives of citizens and strengthens international ties. Secondly, bilingualism opens up
new opportunities for business, trade and investment, as it allows effective communication with
partners from different regions. In addition, knowledge of two languages increases the competitiveness
of employees in the labor market and expands their prospects for career growth. Bilingualism promotes
mutual understanding between representatives of different cultures, allows you to get to know the
traditions, values and way of life of other peoples more deeply. This enriches the lives of citizens,
stimulates the intellectual and creative development of society. Proficiency in English and Spanish
opens up new markets for doing business, allows effective interaction with partners from different
countries. Bilingualism strengthens the competitiveness of specialists on the labor market, expands
their professional prospects. Knowledge of two languages develops a person's cognitive abilities,
flexibility of thinking and creativity. Studying foreign languages stimulates intellectual development
and raises the level of education of citizens. For the successful establishment of English-Spanish
bilingualism, it is necessary to implement a number of practical measures. First, access to quality
language education should be ensured, in particular through the introduction of bilingual programs in
schools and universities. In addition, it is important to encourage the study of foreign languages among
the population, for example, by subsidizing courses and providing appropriate tax benefits. No less
important is the support of translation and interpretation services that facilitate intercultural
communication.

Multiculturalism and bilingualism in the United States define new aspects of national identity
and sociocultural landscape. They have become important elements of American society, sparking
debate about their influence on the country's politics, economy, and culture. Overall, multiculturalism
and bilingualism reflect the complexity and diversity of contemporary American society. Their
interaction creates a unique cultural landscape and contributes to the development of an open and
inclusive society that respects and recognizes the diversity of its citizens.
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